
Statistics 300, Introduction to Probability and Statistics 
Instructor: Matt Nelsenador 

Course #13934 and #13223, Spring 2023, 4 units 
Time: TuTh 7:30 AM - 10:20 AM, Completely Online 

Go to lrccd.zoom.us ID# 84591810685 , passcode will be emailed to students 
email: nelsenm@crc.losrios.edu 

Website: www.crc.losrios.edu/nelsenm 
 Message phone: 916–286-3691, then #, then 14222 

In-person Office Hours: Wednesday 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM, CRC Main Campus, LRC 161 
Online Office Hours: Friday 1 PM - 2 PM 

Go to lrccd.zoom.us ID# 87309650565 , passcode will be emailed to students 
 
Prerequisite: Math 120 or 125 or Stat 100 with a C or better.  Or a qualifying assessment score.  
Or a successful prerequisite challenge (see Math Dept.)  Prerequisites are verified at enrollment.  
Instructors are not capable of overriding the requirement. 
 
Text: My lectures follow Elementary Statistics, by Navidi.  I recommend that you buy, rent, 
borrow, or share a textbook.  Any version is fine.  However, the lectures and homework 
assignments are self-contained, so it is not necessary to have a book. 
 
Description of course: 
This course is an introduction to probability and statistics.  Topics include: elementary principles 
and applications of descriptive statistics, counting principles, elementary probability principles, 
probability distributions, estimation of parameters, confidence intervals, hypothesis testing, 
linear regression and correlation, and ANOVA. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
Organize, display, describe and compare real data sets. 
Distinguish between probability models appropriate to different chance events and calculate 

probability according to these methods. 
Apply inferential statistical methods to make predictions, draw conclusions about hypotheses and 

compare populations. 
Use appropriate statistical techniques to analyze and interpret applications of data. 
And all the rest.  See in-class handout or website for the full list. 
 
Grades received are earned based on the performance standards outlined in this syllabus. 
 
Letter grades:     Grading: (600 points possible) 
Letter grades will probably be as follows Five midterm exams and one final 
 A: 540 to 600 points (90% and up) are 50 points each (300 total). 
 B: 480 to 539 points (80% to 90%) Twenty-seven labs are 10 or 20 points 
 C: 420 to 479 points (70% to 80%) each, also totaling 300 points. 
 D: 360 to 419 points (60% to 70%) (Most labs are 10 points.) 
 F: below 360 points (below 60%) 
 
More on other side... 



 
Dates to remember: 
 First Day Tuesday 1/17 
 First Day using a calculator in class Thursday 1/26 
 Last day to drop with no notation Sunday 1/29 
 Exam 1 Tuesday 2/7 
 Exam 2 Thursday 2/23 
 Spring Break Mon-Fri 3/13 - 3/17 
 Exam 3 Tuesday 3/28 
 Last day to drop with "W" grade Monday 4/17 
 Exam 4 Thursday 4/20 
 Exam 5 Monday 5/9 
 Last Regular Day Thursday 5/11 
 No class Tuesday 5/16 
 Final Thursday 5/18, 8 AM - 10 AM 
 
If you have a conflict with a test date, please contact me as soon as possible. 
 
Progress reports: Progress reports will be provided several times throughout the semester.  But 
the grading scheme is pretty simple, so you can probably keep track yourself.  Divide the total 
earned points on graded assignments by the total points possible so far to get your current 
percent, and compare to the percents above.  If you want to, you can double-check with me at 
any time by requesting this information over email. 
 
Daily Schedule for Most Class Days: 
7:30 Lecture notes posted 
7:30 - 8:30 Review previous day's class/work on previous day's lab 
8:30 - 10:20 Live lecture with a 10-minute break in the middle (Hard start at 8:30) 
 
I encourage you to arrive early (before 8:30) and print out and/or download the lecture notes.  I 
also encourage you to make your own notes on your printouts.  Just like in a real class, you take 
your own notes as you listen.  This is part of the learning process. 
 
*** Keep in mind that you might need to refresh your web browser every class so that the latest 
links are visible on your device.  Refresh! 
 
Daily Schedule for Test Days: 
7:30 - 8:10 Review 
8:20 Exam is posted 
10:20 Exam is due (You do not need to be online during the exam) 
 
*** Keep in mind that you might need to refresh your web browser every class so that the latest 
links are visible on your device.  Refresh! 
 
Notes: We will not be using Canvas.  We will not be using MyMathLab or any access codes that 
come with any textbook.  Assessment using lab assignments and exams is described on 
subsequent pages. 



Email distribution list: I will send group emails to the Los Rios email addresses for all of you.  
If you choose, you may have your Los Rios email forwarded to another email.  You should 
regularly check your Los Rios email and/or the email that your Los Rios email gets forwarded to.  
You may use a non-Los-Rios email to send email to me.  Check your email frequently! 
 
Email in general: Please send email anytime with questions or comments.  I check email once 
or twice per day. 
 
Homework: Homework will be available through My Open Math (myopenmath.com).  The 
Course ID is 173716.  You will need a username and password to access this. :(  Homework will 
be assigned, but it will not count toward your grade.  It is highly recommended that you do the 
homework since these problems or similar versions may show up on exams.  You may (and are 
encouraged) to work on homework with other students.  Also, you are encouraged to come to 
office hours or the first hour of class for homework help.  More details on MOM will be given 
after I figure out how it works and set up the MOM course. ;) 
 
Statistics Calculation Hardware and/or Software: You will need convenient and reliable 
access to some sort of statistics calculation hardware or software.  An example of hardware is a 
graphing calculator, such as a TI-83 or TI-84 or a "+" version of either, or a similar calculator.  
An example of software is a spreadsheet like Microsoft Excel, or a similar app.  It is highly 
recommended that you use the same statistics calculation hardware or software throughout the 
semester, so you have to learn to use it only once.  I will be giving examples using a TI-84+, and 
I will demonstrate how to use this during lectures; so maybe you want to opt for one of these 
calculators.  I will use this calculator beginning January 26.  Get your calculator (or stats 
software) today! 
 
Lab Assignments: Every class day, including the first day, and except for test days, will have a 
lab portion.  As this class is online, this is basically homework.  Each lab will be a few questions.  
You might write your answers on paper, or type them in Word or Googledocs or whatever.  
Some assignments will include graphs, which you may draw by hand or use a computer program 
of some sort.  Students may collaborate and/or use the Internet on lab assignments, but every 
student must turn in an individual assignment.  Lab assignments will be posted at approximately 
7:30 AM on the class date, and will be due one week later, at 7:30 AM, except for Lab #1, the 
first part of which is due 3 days after it is assigned, so that I can create graphs for the January 24 
lecture.  Late labs will not be graded.  One minute late is late.  You have 168 hours, don't use all 
of them. 
 
Assignments will be submitted in the following way.  Take a photo or a scan of your handwritten 
work (scans preferred), or create a pdf or similar portable document file of your answers on 
computer.  (No Word or Excel files please, just save/print it to a pdf.)  And then email this to me 
at the email address on page one of this syllabus.  One email per assignment, please.  Please use 
a relevant subject such as "Lab Assignment #1, part 1" in the subject line of the email.  And 
please, configure your phone/scanner (if appropriate) so that a full page is less than one 
megabyte.  Excessively large-sized files may not be accepted and graded for credit. 
 
More lab stuff on next page… 



Other quick facts: 
* Lab assignment #1, part 1 must be hand-written.  All other labs may be hand-written or done 
on computer. 
* Always double-check to make sure that you have included your attachment(s) in your email. 
* Most lab assignments will be worth 10 points.  Three assignments, including assignment #1, 
will be 20 points.  See page one of the syllabus. 
* If you submit multiple files, please make sure that the file names' alphabetical order matches 
the page numbers of your assignment, so that they stay in order on my computer. 
* The best time to ask questions about lab assignments is the following class, during the 
7:30 AM - 8:30 AM portion.  This still allows you time to finish and turn in before the deadline.  
You may also ask about labs in office hours or over email. 
* Answers to lab assignments (and exams) will be posted shortly after each assignment is due. 
 
Group Lab Assignments: Selected lab assignments (more difficult and/or report-style) may be 
submitted in a group of up to 4 students.  If you are interested in doing this, you may select your 
own group (if you know people in class), or you can let me know that you wish to be part of a 
group and I will randomly assign you to one.  All students have the option of doing the group lab 
assignments individually.  You do not have to be part of a group. 
 
Exams: The exams will focus only on the most recent material.  Exams will be posted at 
approximately 8:20 AM on exam days, and due at 10:20 AM on that same day.  So on exam 
days, you must be available during the scheduled class time.  Exams must be written in your own 
handwriting.  And yes, I will be comparing this handwriting to your first lab assignment.  
Scan/photo your papers and email them to me.  One email please, containing all pages of the 
exam, appropriate subject line, file size less than one megabyte per page, etc. 
 
Calculators/stats software are allowed on tests, but please show enough work so that I can figure 
out what you did.  Calculators will be necessary for success on virtually all exam problems. 
 
Test problems will be similar in style to problems done in class, labs, and homework.  Most 
problems will be a straightforward application of some formula (though it's up to you to know 
which formula), along with a written explanation of what's going on.  Tests will be open book, 
open notes, open calculator, but closed Internet (with the exception of whatever statistics 
calculation software you use), and closed other people.  You are expected to work on the exam 
unaccompanied. 
 
Make-up exams will be given only for serious and compelling reasons (illness, jury duty, 
military duty, your wedding, etc.)  Please provide appropriate documentation.  Additionally, 
make-up exams are allowed only if I am notified before the exam is given. 
 
Returning assignments: Exams will be graded, and grade comments and scores for each 
problem will be emailed to students individually after each test.  Lab assignments will be graded, 
and comments and scores will be emailed to students individually every week or so. 
 
Attendance: My various bosses have told me that attendance is mandatory for community 
college classes.  Attendance will be based on turning in lab assignments and exams.  Students 
who miss 4 lab assignments and/or exams before April 17 will be dropped. 
 
DSPS forms: If you have an accommodation sheet, please notify me as soon as possible. 



A quick note: This class has 3 units of "lecture," which corresponds to 3 hours of lecture per 
week; 1 unit of "lab," which corresponds to 3 hours of lab per week; and also "requires" 6 hours 
per week outside of class (the standard for a college class is "outside" time is double lecture 
time.)  Students are expected to work 12 hours per week for this class.   
 
Another quick note: Bullying, intimidating, or abusing another student is not allowed and will 
not be tolerated. 
 
Cheating policy: Don't do it!  Cheating will not be tolerated.  Cheating includes, but is not 
limited to, copying answers during a test, working with another person during a test, using the 
Internet during a test (excluding your statistics calculation software), taking a test for someone 
else, allowing someone to take a test for you, providing false information to an instructor or 
college official, plagiarism (using material in a report without citing the source), forging my 
signature, etc.  Students found guilty of cheating will be given a zero on that assignment (first 
time) or an F for the class (second time.) 
 
Suggestions for success: 
Come to class, on time, every day. 
Do your homework.  Don't get behind. 
Read and keep this syllabus. 
Study in groups, if that's your thing. 
Read the book.  There might be something really neat! 
Write down and/or remember the things I say in lecture. 
 
Other expectations: 
Ask a question if there's something you don't understand.  If you don't ask, I don't know there's a 

problem.  Please!  Ask! 
Seek additional help if you need it.  Investigate your options at the Math Center on Main Campus 

and/or Elk Grove Center and/or or online.  Consider forming a study group with other 
students in class.  Come to my office hours.  (Free!  Cheaper than a tutor.) 

Make sure you are up to speed with arithmetic skills such as percents, scientific notation, and 
inequalities.  These will come up toward the middle and the end of the semester.  You 
can lose a lot of points by making an error about one of these math concepts. 

Work hard, and you'll probably pass the class! 


